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Peve language 


The Peve language, sometimes referred to as Lame, is a member of 
the Masa branch of the Chadic family that is spoken in parts of 
Cameroon and the Republic of Chad. An Ethnologue survey in 1999 
identified about 30,000 speakers of Peve in the Republic of Chad 
and 6,000 speakers in the North and Far North regions of Cameroon 
(www.ethnologue.com). Like most speakers of Chadic languages, 
Peve speakers tend to be fluent in their language of heritage as well 
as well as the vehicular languages of their respective areas. These 
include the Mundang and Fula languages, both of which are 
members of the Niger-Congo language family, as well as French, 
English, and other languages. Unlike many neighboring languages, 
the number of speakers of Peve appears to have increased over the 
past two decades. This is in part due to the Comite pour le 
Promotion de la Langue et de la Culture Lame (CPLCL), an 
organization based in Cameroon and Chad whose goal is to share 
and preserve cultural customs and traditions, including language use. 
Like other Chadic languages, Peve has a rich set of grammatical 
forms and functions that differ from those of closely related 
languages, even though the related languages may be spoken just a 
few kilometers away. For example, Peve differs from many Chadic 
languages in having a copula corresponding to ‘to be’. Unlike most 
languages with an inherent copula, the copula in Peve can be used in 
reference to past or future time but not in reference to present time. 
Another interesting feature of Peve is the use of pronouns to mark 
tense, mood, and aspect, along with the grammatical functions of 
subject and object. These and other unusual form-function 
relationships make Peve a likely source for future linguistic studies. 

One unusual feature of Peve is that it contrasts voiceless and voiced 
glottal fricatives ([h] vs. [fl]).^ 

Publications concerning Peve 


The grammatical and semantic forms and functions of Peve, along 
with many cultural features, are described in detail in A Grammar of 
Peve (see below), published in January 2020 by Brill Publishers 
(Wikipedia Link https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brill_Publishers). The 
volume, based on data gathered from 2012 to present, is written by 
Erin Shay, professor of Linguistics at the University of Colorado, 
Boulder, in collaboration with Lazare Wambadang, a native speaker 
of Peve, professional educator and president of Comite pour le 
Promotion de la Langue et de la Culture Lame. 
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For a brief example of how publication of a written grammar of a lesser-known language may have a 
positive effect on native speakers of that language, take a look at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=ZvldwZN61Ps&feature=share 
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